[bookmark: _GoBack]Research Proposal Instructions
Based upon what you learned in your literature review, you will design a research study to further study the topic.  Your final proposal must include the following components:
· Introduction
· This should provide an overview of your study; You must explain the purpose and goal of your proposed study
· Literature Review
· Make edits/improvements based upon feedback I provided.
· Research Gap/Hypothesis
· Clearly state the hypothesis you want to test or the research gap you are studying
· Conceptualization and Operationalization of Key Terms/Variables 
· Define your concepts and your variables and be clear about how they will be measured 
· Research Design:
· Sampling 
· What is your population and how will you access them? Provide a specific sampling method and justification for using it.
· Methodology 
· Explain the type of research design (depends on purpose)
· State and describe the data collection method you want to use (i.e. survey, interview, field research, experiment, etc.)
· Provide a specific plan for how you will collect your data
· Describe and explain your measurement tool (survey, interview protocol, data analysis plan, etc.)
· Provide an example of your tool in the Appendix
· Make sure questions/survey items follow the expectations for good, clear, unbiased questions
· Consider ethics and note whether or not your study will require IRB approval
· Proposed Statistical Analysis (extra credit item,)
· Limitations
· Consider and explain all potential limitations of your research study, including the validity and reliability of your measurement and tool, the threats to internal and external validity of your design, limits of the sampling method, etc.
· Conclusion
· A brief summary of the purpose and goals of the study and how your research design will achieve them
· References
· Appendix
Length:  No exact length requirement, but body of the paper should be approx. 15 pages (not including Title page, References or Appendix)
Format: APA, including title page, in-text citations, page numbers, and References list; Follow guidelines in syllabus for writing and assignments


